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lovely features; and sadden the most envied life with regret for something missed or lost in which no observer would suspect any charm at all. Even a faint connection, distant perhaps by two or three removes, with what we love or hate, suffices to invest an object with the interest of favour or aversion; a slight resemblance to my friend's friend bespeaks my predilection, and admiration of his rival repels me.
(5)  As it is the function of imagination to bring objects before us as present, so are its functions enfeebled by whatever contradicts their presence, and puts them away into the past or the future;  i.e.  Time associations modify the feelings towards things pleasant and unpleasant.    Pleasure only promised, pain only threatened, become variable and wavering, and are called Hope and Fear;  which, on the removal of uncertainty, pass into confidence and despair; or, on the arrival of the moment which suddenly takes the doubt away, into joy and disappointment.    Countless shades of human passion are due to this prolific influence; without which the drama of life would be tame, and the aspect of character monotonous.
(6)   The belief which men,  blind to the necessity of nature,  entertain of their own  freedom, and  of a contingency in events, is wholly answerable for some affections, and greatly deepens and intensifies others.    But for this, no one eould be angry with the wicked, more than with the blind or the insane;   or inflict retribution for injury, or render gratitude for unearned benefits; and the self-judgments of remorse and approval would disappear with the ideas of merit and demerit on which they rest. It cannot  be doubted (Spinoza admits) that our moral affections towards one another are on a far greater scale than they would be, if we did not suppose ourselves and others free \
Such are the passive affections imposed upon us by the play of external causes and the inadequate ideas of the imagination, contesting and confusing the conatus of our 1 Eth. III. xlix. and Schol.